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HOUSING — MAINTENANCE 

Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Housing) [12.17 pm]: I rise to advise the house that, this week, Pindan 
Asset Management was purchased by Programmed Facility Management, which will now deliver maintenance 
works for the Department of Communities. The McGowan government took a measured and considered approach 
to the Pindan Asset Management contract when the company entered voluntary administration. Our safe, steady 
and prudent approach has secured the jobs of around 90 staff and their staff entitlements, and has also helped to 
deliver a better outcome for the subcontractors, many of whom would have received nothing if we had terminated 
the head maintenance contract. It is expected that unsecured creditors, including subcontractors, will receive between 
48¢ and 81¢ in the dollar on money owed. 

This sale will also bring with it stability to a large number of tradespeople, subcontractors and small businesses in the 
affected regions who are ensuring that the critical pipeline of maintenance work will continue. I would also like to 
acknowledge the work of the Department of Communities, along with Ernst and Young and Programmed, to deliver 
this outcome, particularly within such a tight time frame, and their continued work to expedite, when appropriate, 
the necessary contractual arrangements for the sale. Importantly, this outcome also ensures that critical maintenance 
work will continue on thousands of social housing properties in the midwest, Gascoyne and Pilbara regions. 

The prudent and sensible approach this government took is another clear demonstration of how the state government 
is on the side of working people and small business, and how only our government can be trusted to take measured, 
sensible decisions in difficult times. Termination of the contract would have resulted in an instant loss of jobs in 
the regions where this critical maintenance work occurs and would have left many subcontractors and small 
business owners out of pocket and their businesses in peril in what had already been a difficult and turbulent year.  
I would like to thank the original employees of Pindan Asset Management for their patience and understanding 
while this process took place. I understand that many of these employees will be transferring to employment under 
the new owner. 
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